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CHAPTER 218
g‘:; rf;g]iem ot PROTECTED AREASCONSERVATION TRUST
[31 . 72 of 1%;22(_5] [2nd January, 1996]
PART |
Preliminary

Short titleand 1. ThisActmay becited asthe Protected Areas Conservation Trust Act and
commencement. shall come into force on a day to be appointed by the Minister by Order
publishedinthe Gazette.

Interpretation. 2. InthisAct, unlessthe context otherwiserequires.-

“Board” meansthe Board of Directorsestablished under section 4 of this
Act

“Chairman” meansthe Chairman of the Board of Directors;

“Council” meansthe Advisory Council established under section 18 of this
Act;
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Protected Areas Conservation Trust [CAP.218 7

“cultura resources’ meansancient monumentsand antiquitiesasdefined by
theAncient Monumentsand AnticuitiesAct; CAR 330.

“Minister” meansthe Minister for thetimebeing responsiblefor Natural
Resources,

“natural resources’ meansany part of thenatural environment such assoil,
water, minerals, flora, fauna, rocks;

“Trust” meansthe Protected Areas Conservation Trust established under
section 3 of thisAct;

“Trust Fund” meansthe Protected Areas Conservation Trust Fund estab-
lished under section 20 of thisAct.

PART Il
Establishment of Trust and Board of Directors

3.-(1) Thereshall be established abody to be called the Protected Areas  Establishment of
Consarvation Trust which shal consist of aBoard of directorsestablishedunder  Trust.
section 4 below.

(2) TheTrust shall beabody corporate, with perpetua successionand
acommon seal, and shall be capable of acquiring, holding, and disposing of
real and personal property, and of suing and being sued, and of doing and
suffering al other thingsthat bodies corporate may lawfully do and suffer.

4.-(1) Thereshal beaBoard of directorsof the Trust appointed by theMinis-  Directorsof
ter congisting of ninemembersasfollows: Trust.

(@ twonon-governmenta representatives, onefromaconserva
tion non-governmental organization and the other fromthe
tourism private sector;
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8 CAP. 218] Protected Areas Conservation Trust

(b)  onepersonrepresenting the Village Council sestablished under
CAPR.88. theVillage CouncilsAct;

(c) threePermanent Secretaries(or government representatives)
representing Ministriescharged with theresponsbilitiesfor
thefollowing:

(i) National Parks,

(ii) Wildife,

(iii) Terrestrial Protected Areas,
(iv) Marine Protected Aress,
V) Fisheries,

(Vi) Tourism,

(vii) Environment,

(viii) Archaeology;

(d) onepersonto beelected by the other voting membersof the
Board;

() theFinancia Secretary (or hisrepresentative,) who shall be
an ex officio member and who shall have no voting rights;

(H  theExecutiveDirector of the Trust who shall bean exofficio
member and who shall haveno voting rights.

(2) TheBoard shall havethe executive control and management of the
affairsof the Trust, and shall exercise and perform thefunctions, powers, and
dutiesof the Trust onitsbehalf, and shall beresponsiblefor itseffectiveand
efficientadminigtration.

(3) Thepowersof theBoard shal not be affected by any vacancy inits
membership.
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Protected Areas Conservation Trust [CAP.218 o

5.-(1) Themembersof the Board under paragraphs (a) and (b) of subsection ~ Appointment of
(1) of section 4 shall be selected by their respective non-governmenta associa- ?_'rrjgors of
tion or organization network. Only personsfrom recognized organizationsshall '

be so selected. The members appointed under section 4 (1) (c) shall be

selected by Cabinet.

(2) The Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Board shall be elected
from and by thevoting Board members.

6. TheChairman, Vice-Chairman and other membersof theBoard shall hold ~ Term of officeof
officefor such period, not exceeding two years, asmay befixed at thetimeof ~ directors.
their appointment, and shall bedigiblefor re-election.

7.-(1) A director may at any timeresign hisoffice by deliveringanoticein  Extraordinary
writing to that effect to the Board. vacancies.

(2) A director may at any time beremoved from officefor disability,
neglect of duty or misconduct, proved to the satisfaction of the Minister and
upon the recommendeation of the body who sel ected or elected him.

(3) Whereadirector dies, resigns, or isremoved from office, theva
cancy occurring shall be called an extraordinary vacancy.

(4) On theoccurrence of an extraordinary vacancy, the Board shall
forthwith notify the person or body by whom thedirector vacating officewas
selected or el ected, of the vacancy.

(5) Anextraordinary vacancy shall befilledinthe samemanner asthe
appointment or el ection of thedirector vacating office, and the personfilling
such vacancy shall hold officefor theremainder of the period which themem-
ber who hasvacated his seat would have held officeif he had not vacated his
seat.
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Meetings of
Board.

8.-(1) Thefirst meeting of the Board shall be held as soon as practicable after
al membershave been appointed.

(2) Subsegquent meetingsof the Board shall beheld at suchtimesand
placesasthe Board determines.

(3) Notwithstanding subsection (2) of thissection, the Chairman shall
at any time, whenever required inwriting to do so by any threedirectors, call
aspecia meeting of the Board.

(4) TheChairman of the Trust shall giveto every director not lessthan
sevendays noticeinwriting of every meseting of theBoard and of thebusiness
to betransacted at the meeting.

(5) No businessmay betransacted at a specia meeting of the Board
unlessitisspecified inthenoticerequired under subsection (4) of thissection,
or al thedirectorsagreetoitstransaction at that meeting.

(6) Atevery meeting of theBoard, fivedirectors, of which at least four
shdl bevoting membersand one non-voting member, shdl form aquorum.

(7) TheChairman shall preside at every meeting of the Board.

(8) Wherefor any reason, the Chairman isunableto preside at any
meeting of theBoard:

(i) theVice-Chairman shall presideif heisableto do so;
and

(it) if the Vice-Chairman isunableto preside, thenthe
directorspresent shall e ect oneof their number to
preside.
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11

(9) A protemChairman shall haveall the powersof the Chairman at
that meeting, including the power of exercisingacasting votein additionto his
origind vote.

(10) Noact doneby aprotem Chairman shall inany proceedingsbe
guestioned on the ground that the occasion for his so acting had not arisen or
had ceased.

(11) Every question beforeameeting of the Board shall be decided by
amgority of thevotesof thedirectors present at the meeting.

(12) Onevery question beforeameeting, the person presiding shall
haveadeliberativevote, and in the case of an equality of votesheshall also
haveacasting vote.

(13) A resolutionsigned or assented to by letter or telegram by every
director shall havethe same effect asaresolution duly passed at ameeting of
the Board.

(14) Subject totheother provisionsof thisAct, the Board may
regulateitsown proceedingsasit thinksfit.

9. The Board shall be entitled to the same protection under the Public

Board protected

Authorities Protection Act asif it wereincluded in the definition of “public by Public
authority” givenin section 2 of that Act, and theplaceat which the Board shall 'Sr “tthc’:,'“ ei t
hold itsmeetings shall be deemed to bethe“ abode” of theBoard withinthe  cap gy
meaning of thesald Act.
10.-(2) TheBoard may fromtimeto time, in respect of any particular matter or  Delegation of
classof matters, and in writing, delegateto any director or to the Executive — powers.
Director of the Trust, any of itsfunctionsunder this Act except thispower of
delegationandthefollowing functions.
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CAP. 218] Protected Areas Conservation Trust

Protection of
directors.

Remuneration of
directors.

Rules of the Trust.

(@ approvingannua budgetsor programmeof activities;
(b) makingregulations,
(¢) caryingout activitieswhichrequire off-budget expenditures.

(2) Subject to any general directionsgiven to him by the Board, the
person to whom any powersare so del egated may exercisethose powersin
thesamemanner and with the sameeffect asif they had been conferred onhim
directly by thisAct and not by del egation.

(3) Every person purporting to act pursuant to adelegation under this
section shall, inthe absence of proof to the contrary, be presumed to be acting
inaccordancewith thetermsof the del egation.

(4) Every delegation under thissection shall berevocableat will, and
no such delegation shall prevent the exercise of any power by the Board.

11. No director shall be personally liablefor any act or omission of the
Trust, or of the Board, or of any director, or officer of the Trust, if theact or
omissionismadein good faithinthe course of operationsof the Trust, or of
the Board.

12.  TheCharmanand other membersof the Board shall be compensated
for reasonable costsincurred for attending Board meetingsor conducting other
businessof theBoard.

13.-(1) The Board may from timeto time make rules of the Trust, not incon-
sgtent withthisAct, for al or any of thefollowing purposes:

(@ regulatingtheproceedingsof theBoard;

(b) providingfor thecustody of theproperty of the Trust, and the
custody and use of the common seal of the Trust;
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Protected Areas Conservation Trust [CAP.218 13

() regulatingthetermsand conditionsof employment of persons
appointed under section 14;

(d) regulatingthemanner inwhichthe Trust Fund shall bededlt
with;

() providingfor such other mattersasmay be necessary or expe-
dient for thecarrying out of thefunctionsof the Trust.

(2) Noticeinwriting of every proposed resolution to make rulesunder
thissection or for theamendment or revocation of any rule so made (including
acopy of the proposed rules, amendment, or revocation), shall begivento
every director not lessthan twenty-one days before the meeting at which the
proposal isto bemoved, but aninadvertent failureto comply with this subsec-
tion shall not invalidate the making, amendment, or revocation of any rule at
that meeting.

14.-(1) TheBoard shal, withtheapproval of theMinister, appointandem-  Appointment of
ploy an Executive Director and such other officersand employeesasmay be g?(ewtﬂve |
] R H Irector an
necessary for theadministration of theaffairsof the Trust. other Staft.
(2) TheExecutiveDirector shdl bethechief administrativeofficer of the
Trust and, subject totheother provisionsof thisAct, shall beresponsibleto the
Boardfor the efficient and economical administration of theaffairsof the Trust.

(3) Subjecttotherulesof the Trust, the Board may fromtimetotime
enter into contractswith persons, on such termsand conditionsasit thinksfit,
to provide such servicesor perform suchwork for the Trust asthe Board may
require.

(4) Subjecttotherulesof the Trust, thereshal be paidto every person
engaged on contract under subsection (4) of thissection such remuneration as
the Board may determine.
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14 CAP.21§]

Protected Areas Conservation Trust

(5) TheBoard shall supervisethe Executive Director intheexecution
of hisfunctionsand responsibilitiesunder thisAct.

(6) TheBoard shall havethe power to dismissthe Executive Director,
and also to dismissother staff upon the recommendation of the Executive

Director.

Honorary Board.  15.-(1) The Board shall appoint abody to be called the“Honorary Board”
which shall consist of not lessthan three and not morethan five persons.

(2) Thefunction of theHonorary Board shall beto:-

@

()
©
(d)
©

(f)

enhance and portray therole of the Trust to membersof the
genera publicor particular groups,;

createand build apositiveimage of the Trust;
make recommendationsto the Board;
assginestablishingaTrust Foundation,

assi st the Foundation established under section 32toraise
funds,

perform any other dutieswhich may bereasonably required
of itunder thisAct and any regulations madethereunder.

(3) TheHonorary Board may consist of persons such asthe Gover-
nor-General, the Governor of the Central Bank and representatives of promi-
nent and established nationd and internationa conservation organizations,

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE

REVISED EDITION 2000
Printed by the Government Printer,
No. 1 Power Lane,
Belmopan, by the authority of
the Government of Belize.



Protected Areas Conservation Trust [CAP.218 15

PART III
Functions and Powers of Trust

16.-(1) Thegenera functionsof the Trust shall beto encourageand promote,  Functions of the
for the benefit and enjoyment of the present and futuregenerationsof thepeople  Trust.

of Belize, theprovision, protection, conservation and enhancement of thenatural

and cultural resourcesof Bdlize.

(2) Inparticular, but without limiting the general functionsdescribedin
subsection (1) of thissection, the Trust may, whereit deemsnecessary:-

(@ distributefromthe Trust Fund such grantsasit thinksfittoen-
courage, promote, and assist the undertaking by suitable per-
sonsand bodiesof any research, studiesor other activitiesrelat-
ing to the nationwide effort to establish, operate, maintain and
enhance protected areas, and other natural and cultural pro-
tected resourcesfor the purposesof conservation, maintenance
of biodiversity, protection of ecological processesand for
recregtiona enjoyment;

(b) assginthefundingof activitieswhicharedigiblefor funding
under the Scheduleto thisAct; Schedule.

(0 peformany other functionswhich may be necessary for the
effectivefunctioning of the Trust Fund.

17.-(1) The Trust shall haveall the powersthat are reasonably necessary or  powers of the
expedient to enableit to carry out itsfunctionsunder thisAct. Trusr.

(2) Inparticular, but without limiting the generdity of itspowersunder
subsection (1) of thissection, the Trust may in consultation with the Advisory
Board, dodl or any of thefollowing things:
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16 CAP.218] Protected Areas Conservation Trust

(@ acquireby purchase, lease, exchange, baillment, gift, or other-
wise, any interest inland or any other form of property;

(b) disposeof any of itsproperty by sale, lease, exchange, or
ballment;

() engageany person or body to undertake the management, al-
teration, devel opment, improvement, repair, or maintenance
of any of itsproperty;

(d) publishreports, recommendationsand other information relat-
ingtoany functionsof the Trust.

(3) Notwithstanding paragraph (b) of subsection (2) of thissection,
where any land has been transferred to the Trust by way of gift, the Board
shall not dispose of that land by way of sale or exchange unlessit hasfirst
offered theland, on such termsand conditions asthe Board thinksfit, tothe
donor or to the beneficiaries of the donor’sestate.

PART IV
Establishment of Advisory Councel

Establishmentof  18.-(1) Thereshall beappointed by the Minister an Advisory Council consist-
Advisory Council.  jng of eleven membersasfollows:-

(@ fiverepresentativesfrom amongtheMinistriesresponsible
for:-

()] Terrestria Protected Areas Conservation,
(i) Natura Resources Management,

(iir) Marine Areas Protection,

(v)  Archaeologica Protection,

(V) Environment,
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Protected Areas Conservation Trust [CAP.218 17

(Vi) Economic Development,
(vii)  Socia Services,

(viii)  Tourism,

(iX) Landsand survey,

) Fisheries,
()  Agriculture,
(xii)  Education;
(b)  onepersonrepresenting the Town Councilsestablished
under the Town CouncilsAct; CARS/.
() onerepresentingtheVillage Councilsestablished under the CAP S
VillageCouncilsAct; T
(d) threerepresentativesfrom non-governmenta organizations,
i.e. onefrom conservation organizations, onefromarural
devel opment organization, and onefrom thetourism private
sector;
(e onerepresentativefromthetertiary level ingtitutionsto be
selected by the Board.
(2) Thenon-governmental membersof the Council shall be nominated
by their respective non-governmenta association or organization network. Only
personsfrom recognized organi zations shall be so nominated.
(3) No member of the Board shall be eligiblefor appointment to the
Coundil.
(4) TheCouncil shall appoint oneof their membersto bethe Chairman
and another member to bethe Vice-Chairman.
(5) TheChairman and Vice-Chairman and other membersof the Advi-
sory Council shall hold officefor such period not exceeding two yearsas may
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Functions of the
Council.

befixed at thetime of their appointment, and shall beeligiblefor re-election.

(6) Intheabsenceof the Chairman for any reason whatever, the Vice-
Chairman shall act asthe Chairman.

(7) Wherefor any reason, the Chairman or Vice Chairmanisunableto
presideat any meeting of the Council, the memberspresent shall elect one of
their number to presideat that meeting.

(8) A protemChairman el ected under subsection (7) above shall have
al thepowersof the Chairman at that meeting, including the power of exercis-
ing acasting votein additiontothisorigina vote.

(9) Any vacancy occurring inthe Council shall befilledinthe same
manner asthe appointment or el ection of the member vacating office.

(10) Thequorumfor any meeting of the Council shall besix members.
Thedecision of themgjority present at any meeting shal bethedecision of the
Coundail.

(11) TheCouncil shall maintain proper recordsof itsproceedings.
19.-(1) Thefunctionsof the Council shall beto:

(@ advisetheBoard ontechnica, administrativeand other mat-
ters,

(b)  coordinatethe preparation of the National Strategic Trust
Plan under section 34;

(c) advisetheBoard onany other matter withaview to
enabling the Board to performitsfunctionsand to
administer the Trust inamogt efficient and effective manner;
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Protected Areas Conservation Trust [CAP.218 19

(d) performany other dutiesasmay beassignedtoit by thisAct
or any regulationsmadethereunder.

(2) InthisPart, “Chairman” meansthe Chairman of the Advisory Council
established under thisPart.

PART V

Financial Provisions, Accounts and Reports

20.-(1) Thereishereby established afund to beknown asthe Protected Areas  Establishment of
Consarvation Trust Fund, which shall bethefund of the Trust. Trust Fund.

(2) TheTrust Fund shall be adedicated Fund which shall be separate
from any general fundsof the Government .

(3) TheTrust Fund shall be exclusively dedicated to the conservation
and management for sustainable use of the cultural and natural resources of
Bdize

(4) The Trust Fund shall be a supplement and not areplacement for
Government fundsof recurrent or capita allocationswhich are needed for the
standard operationsand functionsof itsdepartmentsand divisionsresponsible
for providing, managing and maintaining protected areasand resources.

21.  Therevenuesof theTrust Fund shall consist of thefollowingmoney:  Revenues of

Trust Fund.
(@ revenuesderived fromaconservation feeimposed under sec-
tion 33;
(b) twenty per centumof all concessionfees, recreation-related
licencefees, cruise ship passenger fees, and permit feescol-
lected in conjunctionwith the public protected areas of Belize;
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CAP. 218] Protected Areas Conservation Trust

Trust Fund
account.

(¢) dlincomederived fromtheinvestment of money by or onbe-
half of the Trust under thisAct;

(d) dlincomederivedfromtheadministration of property held by
or on behdf of the Trust;

() any money paidtothe Trust intheform of anannuity or with
an expressdirection by thedonor that it isto beapplied asin-
come;

(H  dl other money not forming part of the Endowment Fund es-
tablished under section 30;

(g) any other money lawfully contributed, donated, or bequeathed
tothe Trust or received by the Trust from any other source.

22.-(1) TheBoard shall, with the approval of the Minister of Finance, open
and maintain at such bank or banksasit may from timeto time determine,
accountsfor thefundsof the Trust.

(2) TheCentra Bank of Belize shall bethetrustee of the Trust Fund
and shal beitsfiduciary manager.

(3) All money forming part of the Trust Fund shall, as soon as practi-
cableafter itisreceived by any proper officer of the Trust, be paid into the
Trust Fund account.

(4) Nomoney shall be paid out of the Trust Fund account except with
theauthority, andin accordance with any general or specia directions, of the
Board.

(5) The Trust Fund account may only be operated on by cheque or
other negotiableinstrument (not being apromissory noteor bill) signed by a
director or other officer of the Trust who isauthorized by the Boardto sign
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Protected Areas Conservation Trust [CAP.218 21

chegues drawn on the account, and countersigned by any other director or
officer of the Trust whoisauthorized by the Board to sign such cheques.

23.-(1) TheTrust may makeinvestmentsonly after consultationwithandupon  powersof
the recommendeation of aprofessional financia managementingtitutionor firm  investment.
selected by the Board.

(2) Any director of theBoard who hasan interest in any project submit-
ted for approval to the Board shall not vote on that project.

24.-(1) Moneysfrom the Trust Fund may beawarded to recipientsbased upon  Disbursement of
merit through acompetitive proposal processto achievethegoalsand objec-  the Trust Fund.
tivesof the Trust and provided that the reci pients meet the criteriarequired by

the Board.

(2) TheBoard may request that any proposal requiring multipleyear or
recurrent funding shall be supported by a precise statement of the organi za-
tional and programmatic goa sof the potential recipient.

25.-(1) Moneysof the Trust Fund may be used to cover administrative, man-  Moneys of the
agement and operational costs of the Trust Fund and such moneysshall be  Trust Fund.
subject to an annual maximum which shall be determined by the Board.

(2) Thetotd distribution of moneysfrom the Trust Fund shall not exceed
theamount on deposit asheld inthe Trust Fund.

26.  Any Trust moneyswhich have been allocated on agivenprojectand  Return of
which have not been expended on such project shall bereturned tothe Trust ~ unexpended
Fund for reallocation or reinvestmen. money.

27.  TheBoard shall arrangefor anannud evauation of the Trust’ sadmin-  Evaluation of

istrative operationsand such evauation shal coincidewithitsannua audit. administrative
operations.
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Further evaluation
of Trust opera
tions.

How Trust
moneys to be
expended.

Endowment Fund.

28.-(1) Every threeyears, amore comprehensive eval uation of theadminis-
tration and operationsof the Trust, d ong with afield audit of projectssupported
by the Trust shall be conducted.

(2) Suchevauation shall becarried out by anindependent evauating
team of not morethan five professionasfromrelevant technical fields.

(3) Theevaluating team shal be gppointed by the Minister of Finance.

(4) Any personwhoisinany way associated withthe Trust either asa
member of the Board of Advisory Council, or asadirect or indirect benefi-
ciary shall not be appointed to the evaluating team.

(5) A report of the evaluation carried out under this section shall be
submitted to the Minister, the Board, the Council and the Honorary Board
within sx monthsof completion of such evauation.

29.  Subject tosection 25 of thisAct, moneysof the Trust Fund shall be
expended only to meet the objectsand purposesauthorized by thisAct and to
repay principal andinterest onloans.

30.-(1) TheBoard shal establish an Endowment Fund in conjunction withthe
Trust Fund.

(2) TheEndowment Fund shall recelveno lessthan fiveper centumof
thetota revenuederived fromthe Trust Fund during each fiscal year.

(3) Only interest from the Endowment Fund shall be expended.
(4) The Endowment Fund shal bedrawn ononly inemergencies, con-

tingenciesand for such purposes asthe Board may determine and only upon
unanimousagreement of thefull Board.
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(5) TheBoard shall determinethe management and investment of the
Endowment Fund.

31.-(1) TheBoard shall keep full and correct accountsof all money received  Accounts.
and expended by the Trust.

(2) Anannua audit of accountsshall be carried out by anindependent
auditing firmto be appointed by the Board.

(3) Thecompleted annual audit report shall be submitted to the Board
within onemonth of theanniversary date of inscription of the Trust Fund.

(4) TheBoard shall prepare astatement of the assetsand liabilities of
the Trust as at the end of each financial year and forward the same to the
Central Bank of Belizeasthetrustee of the Trust Fund.

(5) Atthebeginning of eachfinancial year, the Board shall preparea
budget which shall bedividedinto two components:

(i)  theprogrammebudget whichwill includean estimated amount
for project grants, loans, endowment contributions; and

(i)  theoperationd budget whichwill indludemonitoringand evalua-
tion, financid andinvestment ass stance, and generd operaions.

32. TheBoard shall establish aProtected AreasConservation Trust Foun-  Establishment of
dationin conjunctionwiththe Trust to receivegiftsand donationswhichcannot ~ Foundation.
berecaived directly by the Trust Fund, and to raisefundsto promote conservation

and management, for the sustainable use of natural and cultural resources of

Bdize

33.-(1) Subject totheprovisionsof thissection, thereshall beleviedand col-  Collection of
lected from every non-Belizean person departing fromany air, land or seaborder ~ conservation
point, afee equivalent to seven dollarsand fifty centsin Belizean currency. fee.
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(2) Thefeementioned in subsection (1) above shall not be payable

by:-
@)
()
©
(d)
©
(f)

()

(h)

persons exempt from payment of departuretax;
amember of thecrew of anaircraft departing Belize;
amember of thediplomatic or consular corps;
military personned!;

officasof internationa organizations,

officidsof other Governmentsvisiting Belizeat theinvitation
of the Government of Belize;

visitorswho are bona fideresidents of border townsand
villages

anyonewho has paid aconservation feewithinthe previous
thirty days.

(3) Theconservation fee payable under subsection (1) aboveshal be
collected asfollows:

@)

()

©

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE

inthe case of aperson departing from Belizeby air; by the
arlineor itsagent concerned responsiblefor the carriage of
that person;

inthe case of personsdeparting from Belize by cruise ship;
by the captain of the cruiseship bringing that personto Belize;

inthe case of personsdeparting by road; by theimmigration
officer in charge at the respective border point.
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(4) Theconservationfeecollected under thissection shdl bepaidtothe
ExecutiveDirector of the Trust to the credit of the Trust Fund establi shed under
section 20 of thisAct.

(5) Whereanairlineor itsagent or the captain of acruise ship, asthe
case may be, failsto collect or to pay the conservation feelevied under this
sectionto the Executive Director of the Trust, such airlineanditsagent or the
captain of the cruise ship, asthe casemay be, shall:

(@ beliableto pay such sum, which may berecovered asacivil
debt; and

(b)  beguilty of an offence and beliable on summary convictionto
afinenot exceeding two thousand dollars or toimprisonment
for aterm not exceeding two years, or to both such fineand
termof imprisonment.

(6) TheMinister may, after consultation with theMinister of Finance, by
Order publishedinthe Gazette, vary from timeto timethe conservation fee
payableunder thissection.

(7) Every Order made under subsection (6) above shall, assoon asmay
be after the making thereof, belaid before the House of Representativesand
shdll be subject to negativeresolution.

(8) Theconservation feelevied under thissection shal beinadditionto
the departuretax levied under the Departure Tax Act.

PART VI
Miscellaneous

34.-(1) The Council shall prepareaNational Strategic Protected Areas Con-

CAP.50.

National

servation Trust Plan (hereinafter referred to as“the Plan”) oncein every five  Strategic Plan.
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CAP 215.

Activitiesto be
funded by Trust
Fund.

years, with the assi stance of appropriate professional and technical planners
who may be contracted by the Board on the recommendation of the Council.

(2) The Department responsiblefor the management of protected ar-
easunder theNationa Parks System Act shal providetechnica and adminis-
trative support to the Council in the preparation of the Plan.

(3) ThePlanshdl outlinepoliciesand Strategic directionsto achievethe
Trust’sobjectives.

(4) ThePlanshal beendorsed by the Board and submitted for Cabinet
approval.

(5) Theinitid Planshall beadjusted to atime-framewhichwill coincide
withthefiveyear Macro Economic Development Plan of Belize.

(6) All projectswhicharefunded by the Board shall bein accordance
withthe objectivesof the Plan.

35.-(1) A recipient of Trust moneysmay includeanindividual, organization,
governmental or non-governmental agency, community or ingtitutionwhichis
involved in the conservation and management, for sustainableuse, of Belize's
natural and cultural resources.

(2) TheBoard shall, after consultation with the Council, establish the
criteriawhich shall determinewhich activitiesshall qualify for funding by the
Trust Fund.

(3) Theactivitieswhicharedigiblefor funding, aswell asthosewhich

Schedule. do not qualify for funding, shall beas set out inthe Schedule of thisAct.
Regulations. 36.-(1) The Board may make regulationsfor the better carrying out of,, or
giving effect to, the provisonsof thisAct.
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(2) Without prejudiceto theforegoing, regul ations made under subsec-
tion (1) abovemay providefor:-

(@ edablishingaceilingontotal fundsto beused under section
25,

(b) themanagement, adminigtration and function of the Trust
Fund,

() appropriatetraining and orientation programmesfor any
membersof the Board or Council where necessary;

(d) thefunctionsand activitiesof the Foundation established
under section 32 of thisAct.

(3) Regulationsmade under thissection shal belaid beforetheNationa
Assembly as soon asmay be after the making thereof and shall be subject to
negativeresolution.

37. TheBoard may from timeto time, by Order published in the Gazette, Amendment of
amend the Scheduleto thisAct. Schedule.

38.-(1) TheTrust shall beexempt from the payment of incometax and property  Exemptionfrom
tax. incometax, etc.

(2) All instrumentsexecuted by or on behalf of the Trust shall be exempt
from stamp duty.

39.  Thepower to makean Order under thisAct shall beexercisable by Ordersto be
datutory ingtrument. madeby S.I.
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SCHEDULE
[Sections 16 (2) (a), 35(3) and 37]

Activities which qualify for Trust funding

1. Traning, including-

(@ in-serviceor extended, forma or informa training for profes-
sond, technical, non-professona and non-technica staff from
public agencies, conservation and devel opment organizations
and other non-government bodies;

(b) development of in-country professiona and technicd training
capability inareasof interest tothetrugt, for example, training
a Univeraty Collegeof Bdlize.

2. Environmental education and avarenessactivities, usng:

(@ televisonandradio programmes,

(b) postersand legflets,

© newsletters,

(d) other media

3. Policy studiesand consultations, and policy fora, for example:-

(@ protected areamanagement, and policies,

(b) environmentd policies,

(© policy conference and workshops.
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4, Research, including:-
(@ resourceinventoriesand assessments,
(b) other scientificinvestigetions,
(© socio-economic and demographic studies,

(d) eco-tourism market research and visitor expenditureand
opinionsurveys,

(e protected areavisitor usesurveys.
5. Natural and Cultural Resource Management Plans, such as,
(@ strategic resource management planning,
(b) protected areamanagement plans,
(© design of monitoring programs.
6. I nstitutional support, suchas:--
@ organizationd devel opment for public sector agencies,
conse_rva_ti on, development and their non-governmental
organizations,

(b) infrastructure, capital equipment and non-recurrent expenses
for public sector agenciesand non-governmenta organizations,

(© budgetary or recurrent expensesfor non-governmental orga-
nizations.
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7. Evaluation of Resource Management Activities, such as--
(@ projectsfunded by thetrust,
(b) trust operations.

8. Conservation or eco-tourism venturesthat qualify for funding
through arevolving fund or other mechanism, for example:-

(@ getting atour guide operation started,

(b) assistanceto privatereserves.
9. Financid advicetothe Trust Board ininvestment of Trust Funds.
10.  Technica assistance, indl relevant areasabove.

Activities not to be funded

Activitieswhicharenot digiblefor Trust fundinginclude:-

1 sdariesfor established staff of Government of Belize agencies,

2. coreor permanent staff of non-government organi zations,
3. recurrent expensesof Government of Belizeagencies.
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